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Conduct of Under the system inaugurated by Lord Canning the business business. of fae Government of India is conducted in a manner analogous to the cabinet administration of a European country. The members of the Council correspond to Ministers in charge 01 departmental portfolios, and a large measure of control is exercised by the Governor-General over all .branches of the service. The Government is divided into the Departments of Foreign, Home, Revenue and Agriculture, Legislative, Finance, Public Works, Commerce and Industry, Army, and Military Supply. The Governor-General himself administers the Foreign Department; the Revenue and Public Works Departments form together the charge of a single official ; and each of the other Departments is under one of the remaining ordinary members of Council. Until 1905, the Home and Revenue Departments were in charge of a single member, always selected from the Indian Civil Servicx*. The Financial member is sometimes a financier of special experience selected in England, and sometimes a member of the Indian Civil Service. The Legislative member is a lawyer, and the Military Supply member an officer of the British or Indian army. The Commander-m-Chief, as extraordinary member, takes part in the deliberations of the Council, and also holds charge of the Army Department. At the head of each Department is a Secretary to the Government, assisted by a staff of Deputy, Under, and Assistant Secretaries, varying in number with the amount of business which the Department transacts. The position of the Secretary is comparable with that of a permanent Under-Secretary of State in England. Under the rales for the disposal of business, the papers regarding any subject which comes up for consideration are prepared by the Department concerned and submitted to the member in charge. In minor cases the member passes orders; all important matters, and especially cases where two Departments differ in opinion or a Local Government is overruled, are referred to the Governor-General and orders are passed either by him or by the whole Council. Questions raising large issues of general policy, or requiring legislation by the Government of India, are always settled in Council The Council usually meets mce a week, but special meetings may be called at any time, Tht ntfctiags are private, and the decisions arrived at itre termed OwiiPi in Council. The Secretary of th6 Department to             wch
case belongs attends during its discussion and records t&* order.    If there is a difference of opinion the vote of th*